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This study examined characteristics of Chinese character identification of young and old subjects and
age effects in a visual-search task. Five college students (19-24 years) and eight old subjects (65-70
years) participated in a Chinese character visual-search task that required choosing a target among 12
stimuli. Characters were manipulated by varying the complexity (5, 10, 15, or 20 strokes) and the font
size (18, 26, 36, or 48 point). Stimuli were presented for five kinds of duration (0.5,0.78, 1,2, or 3 s) in
young subjects and only one (3 s) in old subjects. Performance accuracy and response speed decreased
as functions of the complexity of characters and of the size. Age differences increased as a function of

the complexity in performance accuracy, but were constant in response speed.
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183 RBCEH L ASNARIORTE

WEE (strokes)

5 10 15 20
1 5 & # M
2 g # B OR
3 B B OB =R
4 R B ;| B
5 i B OB &
8 E ® =B *®
7 Ok £ ® B
8 ¥ O B W
g B B OB OB
10 {44 B W W
11 " ® B &
12 B % ® %
i3 & #H B K
4 K" B E #
15 t$h 3B B B
16 WH B ®= R
17 K B # X
18 R ® % 2
19 H # & B
20 R # ® ¥
21 kK B B 0 »
22 B B B ¥
23 M &1 B OO#
24 1 K E B
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